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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Army Standardization Improvement Policy, Memo 95-1,
"Waivers for Use of Specifications and Standaras" :

1. References:

a. Army Standardization Improvement Policy, Memo 95-1,
"Waivers for Use of Specifications and Standards" (enclosure 1).

b. Memorandum, OASD, 22 Dec 24, subject: Policy Memo 95-1,
"Waivers for Use of Specifications and Standaras" (enclosure 2).

2. These procedures are effective immediately. Future updates
of your Master Action Plan should, at a minimumn, ilnclude a
reference to the implementation of this policy.

3. Points of contact for these procedures are COL Stanley Leja,
HQ AMC, ATTN: AMCRD-XS, DSN 284-6193, Commerciial 703-274-6193,
e-mail: STANLEY_ LEJA_at_ CCNOTESinotesl@alexandria-emhl.army.mil
at CCSMTPESMTP or Mr. James Knowles, HQ AMC, ATTN: AMCRD-IEE,
DSN 284-5101, Commercial 703-274-5101, e-mail: JAMES KNOWLES at
CCNOTES%notesl@alexandria-emhl.army.mil at CCSMTP@SMTP. -7
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ARMY STANDARDIZATION IMPROVEMENT POLICY (ASIP)
MEMQ95-1,
"WAIVERS FOR USE! OF!SPECIFICATIONS.AN O STANDARDSY™

1. General. Performance specifications and standards and non-
Jovernment standards shall be used instead of gcvernment detail
speciflcatlons and standards. For those cases Mnen a government

2. Appli b' Lty. A waiver is required only wmnn the Army

3. Documents Requiring Wajivers. Army program 2ffices and buying
commands shall obtain waivers when citing as rezuirements in
solicitations, the types of government documents listed below:

" petail MIL. SPECS/STDs:

b. Program unique detail specifications that define exact
design solutions.

c.. Federal. specifications: and.standards: (FED SPECs/STDS}:;
except  for Federal Information Processing:Standards:or
FED. SPECs/STDs: determined by a. AAQ. Standards: Executive
(SE} torbe:performancerbased:. T '

reference detall MIL SPECs/STDs which arewnot
czmtical ‘tortherperformance:of the-item:

*#k: CRAY-SHADED: AREAS REPRESENT ARMY' CHANGES! CR'  SUPPLEMENTS" TO
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+. Documents Mot Peguiring Waivers. The folltwing types of

jocuments do not require walvers:

3.

d.

.

NOTEL:

© GRAY~SHADED: AREAS ‘REPRESENT"ARMY: CHANGES! OR* -SUPPLEMENT:
- TREDOD'POLICY 2

T muf

Any document reguired by law, the rederal Acguisition
Regulation, or the Defense Federal Acauilisition
Regulation Supplement. :

Non-government standards.

Federal Information Processing Standaxrds.

Government specifications de51qnated in the DODISS as

Handbooks: listed in:the:DODISS: when: :specifically: ‘citad

tor: "information or: "referenceoniyy =

Detail MIL SPECs/STDs when: spec1ficaliy cited for
"information* or:“"reference®“only.

Déetail’ product design TDPs:when: specifiically cxted -for
“information"or: "reference“only:

FED“SPECS/STDS cited for:"information" or: "referen




that the documents cited for: use:as:"information" or: “reference"®
only represent: only one possible  acceptable:solution:. The waiver
decision authority should challenge: excessive:listing of
documents used for "information" or "reference! only, since: such
continued use: may send.the:wrong message to potvntlal contractors
and. does: not promote-acquisition- cultural. change:.

5. EZxemptions From The Waivers. I is not mandatory to obtain a
waiver to use the types of documents identified .n paragrapn :

above, for the following conditions:

ai If the offeror proposes the use 6f a detail

type in response to a sollc1tatlon.

b.. For specifications and standards under Federal Supply
Group 11, Nuclear Ordnance and Federal Supply Class
4470, Nuclear Reactors.

cu When a non-Army customer requires the use of a
specification or standard.

di For combined or joint acquisition programs where
anntharwservicc, federal agency or country has the lead
ih he de51qn or acqulsltlon of an item. This includes

e. If a prohibited document cited has been exempted from
the waiver process.

NOTE: It must be clearly stated in the solicitat:.on what
perrformance criteria will be used in evaluating proposals, and if
the offeror proroses the use of a specification, standard or
other prohibited document types 1in response to 3 solicitation the
proposal will be considered to be less than performance based.
The proposal to use prohibited documents, or lazx thereor, shall
pe used as part of the source selection criteriz for contract
award. Use of a specification, standard or other prohibited
document types as a requirement in a contract, initiated by
government Or contractor, may send the wrong message to potential
contractors and does not promote acquisition cultural change.

ohe oL ent -+ ions From_‘mﬁr__azgs.sa_&
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: “be:reported: tn the: Army_SIE in writi ; n
rdays:ofitheraction:. THe Army SIE may exempt “any of’ h ther
document tgpes listed 1n paragraph 35 ahove, fram tha ‘waiver
pxocess furﬂ
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Waiver Approval Process. The waiver approval process:will
pe:in accordance with the:AIP for the "Blueprint for: Change:
Toward a.National Production Base" and subseg:uent’ AAQ MAPs:.
Program otffices and buylng commands snall submlt waiver reqguests
to the cognizant walver decision authority. #alvers snall only
pe approved if:

3. Tracking Waiver Approvals.. 2
reportedmin -accordance:with: Seczinn II? Introduction,ﬁpazagraph D
and:Appendix:E; Reporting:Requirements; of the AIP"fér-the
"Blueprintxtnnrcnange» anardrawnatianal Productionwaase»Mgf
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